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Welcome
We are glad that you are here to worship with us today!

Please take a moment to fill out the welcome booklet that is in each pew and pass it to
your neighbors so that we may count all who are here to worship!

We are a congregation of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS), a church which
teaches that the Bible is completely God’s inerrant Word. We confess and practice the
historic Christian Faith in accordance with the Lutheran Confessional Writings of the
Book of Concord. Our worship services are traditional and semi-formal, and are
understood as “Divine Service.” The historic liturgy is normally used to guide our
worship. Our order of service is found in our hymnal — The Lutheran Service Book. We
use hymns from both the LSB and the Praise (green) hymnal.

Holy Communion is our family meal where our Lord gives into our mouths not only the
bread and wine, but also His body and blood for the forgiveness of sins. If you are a guest
and believe in Jesus Christ, you are welcome to commune with us. Great reverence and
respect is expected during this time. Please refrain from excess talking and handling of
business during the distribution of communion.

As We Gather

It’s said that darkness is nothing more than the absence of light. Darkness and blindness
are words often used throughout Scripture to describe our sinfulness—the absence of the
true Light. In our continued Lenten journey, we prepare our hearts for the dark afternoon
of Good Friday at the cross. Yet even in that darkness, Jesus Christ brings the light of
life. In our times of spiritual blindness and comfort in the darkness of this world, we
gather again today to see His light through our vision of Spirit-given faith, that our eyes
may look to Him who is the light of the world—the light no darkness can overcome.



Stand

Hymn of Invocation - All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name Praise 2

Invocation

(P)

In the name of the Father and of the I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession and Absolution Joel 2:13; Isaiah 42:16

(P)

In the darkness of the world around us and amid our own blindness to
His will and ways, God calls us to confess our sins.

Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love.

Silence for reflection and self-examination

(P)

God of God, Light of light,

we confess that by nature we are sinful and unclean, born in
darkness. We are often blind to Your Word and Your work in our
lives, sinning against You and against one another in thought,
word, and deed. For the sake of Jesus, who is the light of the
world, forgive me all my sins, that my eyes may be opened and my
heart enlightened to look to You in faith and hope.

“And I will lead the blind in a way that they do not know, in paths that
they have not known I will guide them. I will turn the darkness before
them into light, the rough places into level ground. These are the
things I do, and I do not forsake them.”

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for
His sake forgives you all your sins. Through His death on the cross,
Jesus Christ has shined His eternal light of forgiveness, peace, and life
on you. In the stead and by the command of our Lord Jesus Christ as a
called and ordained servant of the Word, I therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the -} Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

Amen.



Kyrie LSB 152
In peace let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of
God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen.,
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Sit
Hymn of Praise - Let All the World Sing Praises Praise 216
Stand

Salutation

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every
morning; and though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as
Your children and provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant
that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give
thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Sit

Announcement of the Day
The Lent season is one of repentance and renewal, and today through
God’s Word we recognize the times of sinful darkness and spiritual
blindness. Isaiah identifies the blindness that is not of the eyes but of



the heart. Paul reminds us of the light that exposes our sin, but the
greater call is to walk in the light of Christ. In the Holy Gospel, a man
blind from birth is healed by Jesus but experiences an even greater
sight of light away from the darkness of unbelief. In this season of
Lent, even in times of darkness, we continue to follow Christ to the
cross as we hear His Word and rejoice in His light of truth.

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 42:14-21

For a long time | have held my peace;
| have kept still and restrained myself;
now | will cry out like a woman in labor;
| will gasp and pant.
1 will lay waste mountains and hills,
and dry up all their vegetation;
| will turn the rivers into islands,
and dry up the pools.
®And | will lead the blind
in a way that they do not know,
in paths that they have not known
| will guide them.
| will turn the darkness before them into light,
the rough places into level ground.
These are the things | do,
and | do not forsake them.
"They are turned back and utterly put to shame,
who trust in carved idols,
who say to metal images,
“You are our gods.”

¥Hear, you deaf,
and look, you blind, that you may see!

®Who is blind but my servant,
or deaf as my messenger whom | send?

Who is blind as my dedicated one,
or blind as the servant of the LORD?

2%He sees many things, but does not observe them;
his ears are open, but he does not hear.

2The LORD was pleased, for his righteousness’ sake,
to magnify his law and make it glorious.

This is the Word of the Lord.



Thanks be to God.

Epistle Ephesians 5:8-14
8For at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord.

Walk as children of light °(for the fruit of light is found in all that is good
and right and true), °and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. ! Take
no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. *2For it
is shameful even to speak of the things that they do in secret. *But when
anything is exposed by the light, it becomes visible, *for anything that
becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,

“Awake, O sleeper,
and arise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Holy Gospel John 9:1-41
P) The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the ninth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

IAs [Jesus] passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2And his disciples
asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born
blind?” ®Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but
that the works of God might be displayed in him. “We must work the works
of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work.
°As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” ®Having said
these things, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva. Then he
anointed the man’s eyes with the mud “and said to him, “Go, wash in the
pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and washed and came
back seeing.

5The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar were
saying, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” *Some said, “It is
he.” Others said, “No, but he is like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.”
190 they said to him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 1'He answered,
“The man called Jesus made mud and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go

to Siloam and wash.” So I went and washed and received my sight.” **They
said to him, “Where is he?”” He said, “I do not know.”



13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind.
1“Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes.
1530 the Pharisees again asked him how he had received his sight. And he
said to them, “He put mud on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.” **Some of
the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the
Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?”
And there was a division among them. ’So they said again to the blind
man, “What do you say about him, since he has opened your eyes?” He
said, “He is a prophet.”

8The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his
sight, until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight
Yand asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then
does he now see?” 2°His parents answered, “We know that this is our son
and that he was born blind. ?But how he now sees we do not know, nor do
we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for
himself.” #2(His parents said these things because they feared the Jews, for
the Jews had already agreed that if anyone should confess Jesus to be
Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue.) ZTherefore his parents said,
“He 1s of age; ask him.”

2450 for the second time they called the man who had been blind and said
to him, “Give glory to God. We know that this man is a sinner.” 2°He
answered, “Whether he is a sinner I do not know. One thing I do know, that
though I was blind, now I see.” *They said to him, “What did he do to you?
How did he open your eyes?” >’He answered them, “I have told you
already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do
you also want to become his disciples?” *®And they reviled him, saying,
“You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. *We know that God
has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes
from.” **The man answered, “Why, this is an amazing thing! You do not
know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 3We know that
God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does
his will, God listens to him. 3>Never since the world began has it been heard
that anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind. *3If this man were not
from God, he could do nothing.” **They answered him, “You were born in
utter sin, and would you teach us?”” And they cast him out.

%Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said,
“Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 3He answered, “And who is he, sir,
that I may believe in him?” 3'Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and it
is he who is speaking to you.” ¥He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he
worshiped him. *Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, that
those who do not see may see, and those who see may become blind.”
49Some of the Pharisees near him heard these things, and said to him, “Are



we also blind?” “Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would have no
guilt; but now that you say, ‘We see,” your guilt remains.”

P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Sit

Praise to You, O Christ.

Children's Sermon

Hymn of the Day - Great is the Lord Praise 188

Sermon

Stand

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended
into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended
into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life I~ everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

=)

Let us pray for the whole church of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs.

Gracious Lord, shine Your light of mercy and grace into our darkened
hearts of sin and eyes blinded to Your will and ways, so that we know
the fullness of Your forgiveness, life, and peace. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Healing Lord, shine Your light of peace and healing to all who seek
relief, for the sick and dying, for those troubled physically, spiritually,
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®>=

emotionally, and mentally, and for the grieving and the dying, that
Your comfort be known, [especially . . .]. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Lord of all nations, shine Your light to all places in this world and to
the leaders of cities, states, and countries, that Your light guide and
direct them so that peace be had and justice faithfully served. Give
courage and diligence to all who work to defend liberties and life, and
to those who speak for those who cannot speak for themselves. Lord,
in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Lord of the Church, shine Your light upon all You have enabled to
speak and proclaim Your Word. Be with our congregation, that we
remain united in truth, love, faith, and service. Give courage to live as
Your witnesses, that many who remain in darkness rejoice in the light
of truth. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Lord of all seasons, in this season of Lent shine Your light upon us as
we examine ourselves, see our sins, and know our need for a Savior.
As we continue to follow Christ to the cross, draw our hearts and
minds to You and the joys that await. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting
in Your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.



P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface

P) Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting
God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the
devil and gave His life as a ransom for many that with cleansed hearts

we might be prepared joyfully to celebrate the paschal feast in

sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all
the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,

evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

The Words of Our Lord

LSB 161

P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples
and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This

do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this
cup is the new testament in My I« blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance

of Me.”



Proclamation of Christ

(P)
(P)

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the
Lord’s death until He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body
and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess
Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the
tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven,
and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your
kingdom and teach us to pray:

Lord's Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Pax Domini

(P)

Sit

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Distribution

Post-Communion Thanksgiving

(P)

Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

Benediction

(P)

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.



Amen.

Hymn to Depart - Pass Me Not Praise 141
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