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Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,
the light no darkness can overcome.
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Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening,
and the day is almost over.
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Let Your light scatter the darkness
and illumine Your Church.

Phos Hilaron
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Joyous light of glory:
of the immortal Father;
heavenly, holy, blessed Jesus Christ.
We have come to the setting of the sun,
and we look to the evening light.
We sing to God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit:
You are worthy of being praised
with pure voices forever.
O Son of God, O Giver of life:
the universe proclaims Your glory.

Thanksgiving for Light
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Blessèd are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who led Your
people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night.
Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your Christ; may His Word be a
lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for You are merciful, and You
love Your whole creation and we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Psalm 141
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Let my prayer rise before You as incense,
the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.
O Lord, I call to You; come to me quickly;
hear my voice when I cry to You.
Let my prayer rise before You as incense,
the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.
Set a watch before my mouth, O Lord,
and guard the door of my lips.
Let not my heart incline to any evil thing;
let me not be occupied in wickedness with evildoers.
But my eyes are turned to You, O God;
in You I take refuge.
Strip me not of my life.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Let my prayer rise before You as incense,
the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.
Let us pray.
Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord,
and let Your loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified minds,
we may sing Your praises with the Church on earth and the whole
heavenly host and may glorify You forever.
Amen.

Office Hymn - Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me
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Tune and text: Public domain

Reading

Ezekiel 17

The word of the LORD came to me: “Son of man, propound a riddle,
and speak a parable to the house of Israel; 3say, Thus says the Lord GOD: A
great eagle with great wings and long pinions, rich in plumage of many
colors, came to Lebanon and took the top of the cedar. 4He broke off the
topmost of its young twigs and carried it to a land of trade and set it in a
city of merchants. 5Then he took of the seed of the land and planted it in
fertile soil. He placed it beside abundant waters. He set it like a willow
twig, 6and it sprouted and became a low spreading vine, and its branches
turned toward him, and its roots remained where it stood. So it became a
vine and produced branches and put out boughs.
7
“And there was another great eagle with great wings and much plumage,
and behold, this vine bent its roots toward him and shot forth its branches
toward him from the bed where it was planted, that he might water it. 8It
had been planted on good soil by abundant waters, that it might produce
branches and bear fruit and become a noble vine.
9
“Say, Thus says the Lord GOD: Will it thrive? Will he not pull up its
roots and cut off its fruit, so that it withers, so that all its fresh sprouting
leaves wither? It will not take a strong arm or many people to pull it from
its roots. 10Behold, it is planted; will it thrive? Will it not utterly wither
when the east wind strikes it—wither away on the bed where it sprouted?”
11
Then the word of the LORD came to me: 12“Say now to the rebellious
house, Do you not know what these things mean? Tell them, behold, the
king of Babylon came to Jerusalem, and took her king and her princes and
brought them to him to Babylon. 13And he took one of the royal offspring
and made a covenant with him, putting him under oath (the chief men of the
land he had taken away), 14that the kingdom might be humble and not lift
itself up, and keep his covenant that it might stand. 15But he rebelled against
him by sending his ambassadors to Egypt, that they might give him horses
and a large army. Will he thrive? Can one escape who does such things?
Can he break the covenant and yet escape?
16
“As I live, declares the Lord GOD, surely in the place where the king
dwells who made him king, whose oath he despised, and whose covenant
with him he broke, in Babylon he shall die. 17Pharaoh with his mighty army
and great company will not help him in war, when mounds are cast up and
siege walls built to cut off many lives. 18He despised the oath in breaking
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the covenant, and behold, he gave his hand and did all these things; he shall
not escape. 19Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: As I live, surely it is my
oath that he despised, and my covenant that he broke. I will return it upon
his head. 20I will spread my net over him, and he shall be taken in my snare,
and I will bring him to Babylon and enter into judgment with him there for
the treachery he has committed against me. 21And all the pick of his troops
shall fall by the sword, and the survivors shall be scattered to every wind,
and you shall know that I am the LORD; I have spoken.”
22
Thus says the Lord GOD: “I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top
of the cedar and will set it out. I will break off from the topmost of its
young twigs a tender one, and I myself will plant it on a high and lofty
mountain. 23On the mountain height of Israel will I plant it, that it may bear
branches and produce fruit and become a noble cedar. And under it will
dwell every kind of bird; in the shade of its branches birds of every sort will
nest. 24And all the trees of the field shall know that I am the LORD; I bring
low the high tree, and make high the low tree, dry up the green tree, and
make the dry tree flourish. I am the LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it.”
Reading

Mark 4:30–32

And he said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what
parable shall we use for it? 31It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when
sown on the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth, 32yet when it is
sown it grows up and becomes larger than all the garden plants and puts out
large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.”
30
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In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the
prophets.
But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

Sermon
Offering
Kneel/Stand

Collect For Peace
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O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all
just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world
cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments
and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may
live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
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who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
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Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Benedicamus
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Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction

P
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The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy
Spirit, bless and preserve you.
Amen.

Hymn to Depart - Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed

Text and tune: Public domain
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